
 

Your organisation & via 

In this document, you will find a brief description of 
our study association and an overview of the 
opportunities for collaboration with us and your 
organisation. For more details, you can always contact 
me. I’m looking forward to a pleasant collaboration.  

Pim Meulensteen 
sponsoring@svia.nl

COLLABORATION DOCUMENT
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Study association via 
In full: Vereniging Informatiewetenschappen Amsterdam; or Association for Information 

Sciences Amsterdam. Our study association represents bachelor students of Artificial 

Intelligence, Computer Science, Information Science and their respective masters at the 

University of Amsterdam. With around 2000 members and growing every year, via is one of 

the largest study associations of Amsterdam. Our goal is to support our members during 

their student time, in the broadest sense of the word. Every year we organise many 

activities, varying from symposia to drinks, from a gala to lectures and from study trips to in-

house days. Many activities are possible thanks to organisations such as yours. Keep reading 

to discover how we can be of service to each other. 

Our programmes 
Computer Science BSc is the most technical of our bachelors and mainly focuses on soft- 

and hardware design. The curriculum includes a large variation of programming languages, 

mathematical theory, software engineering techniques, data structures, algorithms, logic 

and more.  

Artificial Intelligence BSc is focused on applying informatics in other learning systems, 

language processing and computer vision. Using Python as the main programming 

language, the bachelor teaches a wide variety of subjects such as logic, mathematics, 

image processing, language theory, robotics and cognitive psychology. 

Information Science BSc forms the bridge between computer science/AI and society. The 

information scientist combines information science with other research areas such as social 

science, economy and psychology. They analyse problems/questions in society and 

research how information sciences could be used to come to a certain end result. Important 

themes are human-computer interaction, databases, influence on society and information 

modelling. 

Master studies connected to our association are Artificial Intelligence MSc, Computer 
Science MSc, Computational Science MSc, Software Engineering MSc, Security and 
Network Engineering MSc, Logic MSc and Information Science MSc (with tracks 

Information Systems and Data Science). Please refer to the UvA website for more 

information on these programmes.

http://uva.nl


What does a collaboration include? 
To be as concise as possible: a collaboration between you and 

our association can take all different kinds of shapes. We have a 

several promotional channels such as a newsletter, a direct 

mailing and information screens via which you can draw attention 

to your company, but we also have the possibility to organise an 

activity together to get in touch with our students. Below, you can 

find the possibilities and their details.

Promotion through our website 
Your organisation can achieve additional name recognition via our website through the 

following channels: 

1. Company profile 
Placement of a company profile (on an individual page) under the company section of our 

website. Here, your company can present itself towards the students, link to the job listings 

on the via job board, and provide contact information. View the company profile section 

here. 

2. Career board 
You can post up to four vacancies on our career board. Of course, it’s possible to adjust, 

switch or delete your listings during the contract period. 

3. Banner / logo 

On the bottom of each page there is a carousel where we can place the logo or a banner 

of your organisation. This way you can emphasise the collaboration between your 

organisation and our association to others. Additionally, you can link the picture to an 

internal/external webpage or vacancy of choice.

http://svia.nl/companies


Promotion in and around the association room 
Our association room, lovingly referred to as De Kelder (Dutch for "basement", as it used to be 

in an actual basement), is filled daily with members who work on study assignments or just want 

to take a break. De Kelder is located in a prominent place in the central hall of the main building 

of the faculty of science. It is visible from almost every side thanks to the glass walls and attracts 

attention with its vibrant atmosphere from 9:00 to 22:00 every day. 

1. Information displays 

Inside of the association room, there is a large HD display mounted on the wall which you 

almost can’t miss. The screen is clearly visible from the entrance, allowing you to reach many 

students who enter or leave the faculty building. Furthermore, via has a 4K display in the 

common study area (which doubles as an event venue after 5 p.m.). Students from all 

science programmes study here daily. Both screens are on every day from 09:00 until 22:00 

and offer the possibility to attract attention to your company by displaying a slide or a short 

video. 

2. Spreading posters and flyers on the faculty 

Your company can deliver promotional materials such as flyers or posters, which we can 

spread around in our association room and on the faculty. This way, you can reach students 

who pass by or enter the association room, and many other students around the faculty.  

3. Our association magazine: De Cavia 

Several times per year we release our association magazine: De Cavia, it is available for free 

to all our members and it is filled with interesting and entertaining articles within a specific 

theme. There is the possibility to place an advertisement or article on one page, a half-page, 

the back or two pages. The advertisement can be delivered completely with your own 

design in A5 format; an article takes about 450 words per page. Another possibility is 

inviting members of the committee/the board to your company to write an impression of the 

company (with interview) about your organisation, which will be published in De Cavia. De 

Cavia is always published in colour on A5 format.



Promotion per e-mail 
Every two weeks we send a newsletter to our members. The newsletter includes our upcoming 

activities and important news items from our association or the university, but it also offers space 

to introduce your organisation to everyone who receives the newsletter. Furthermore, we 

provide the opportunity to reach students that have indicated they want to receive company 

mailings. 

1. A message in our newsletter 
By means of a message in our newsletter you can present your organisation to our 

members. It is possible to point out vacancies, internships, activities, you name it. A 

message in the newsletter has a maximum of 150 words, with a maximum of 12 lines. This is 

to preserve the readability of the newsletter. The newsletter is sent to over 2000 students. 

2. Targeted mailing 

We have a special mailing list of members who specifically indicated that they want to stay 

updated on companies in the same field as their study: IT. These are partially master 

students and nearly graduated students, but also students who haven’t been studying for a 

long time but do want to orientate on the future and are curious about the possibilities. 

Such a direct mailing is dedicated on your organisation only and it’s possible to deliver your 

own design and layout (in HTML format), within our wrapper. We send such an e-mail 

approximately one or two times a month, to guarantee exclusivity. This e-mail is sent to 
over 800 students who have indicated they are interested in receiving your message.



Direct contact and promotion through events 
As an active study association, we organise a wide range of activities. For your company, it may 

be interesting to use this on behalf of the promotion of your company or to get directly in 

contact with the students. Below you can find the possibilities:  

1. Freshmen’s weekend 

After the first exam week (around the end of September), we organise the Freshman’s 

weekend for all new students. During this weekend, we mix about 120 freshmen, bachelor 

and master students, and 30 senior students at an accommodation somewhere in the 

Netherlands, in an effort to get to know each other and the association through activities 

and sports. Sponsoring this weekend means that your logo will be included in all promotion 

materials, including the event t-shirts that are printed for all attendees (and worn with pride 

year round!). The next Thursday after this weekend, a drinks event with the attendees allows 

you to give a short promotional talk and to interact with the students. You will be one of the 

first companies that all the new students will get in touch with, and the Freshman’s weekend 

will stay engraved in their memory, knowing this was a success thanks to you. 

2. Guest lecture (+ drinks afterwards) 
On Thursdays, you can have a colleague give a technical lecture about a relevant subject or 

a case within your organisation. We take care of promotion by means of the website, 

posters, Instagram and the lecture newsletter. In order to guarantee a maximum turnout, we 

ask you to send a summary of the lecture two weeks in advance, so that the promotion can 

start. After the lecture we organise, like every other Thursday evening, a drinks event. You 

have the possibility to (partially) sponsor the drinks after. This way you can get in contact 

with the students directly.



 

3. In-house day 
Your company can organise an in-house day for a select group of students. The 

interpretation can be quite broad: from simply a company visit to a workshop or a 

hackathon. This way students get to know the work environment and what happens within 

your organisation. A minimum (or possibly a maximum) of participants can be defined. In 

case of oversubscription, you have the possibility, if desired, to make a selection of the 

desired students. 

4. Study trip 
Once a year we organise a study trip abroad, where students enjoy a combination of 

educational, IT industry-related, and recreational activities. For example, we will visit one (or 

several) universities and a few companies in the country of destination and get to know the 

students and study associations there. As a sponsor of one of the study trips, your logo is 

included in all the promotional material for the trip and printed on the event’s clothing. 

Furthermore, you are invited to represent your company at the pre-study-trip drinks, and in 

an article in the informational booklet provided on the trip. The exact details and different 

possibilities can, of course, be discussed further. 

5. Gala                                                                                                                                 
Via organises a yearly gala for their members. As a company you can attend the gala to get 

in contact casually with our members. The company will be mentioned in all promotion 

material of the gala. Besides there will be a red carpet where students can take pictures in 

front of a banner with your logo on it. 



6. Batavierenrace 

via participates in the Batavierenrace every year, a national student relay race in which 

8.500 runners from all student cities participate. During the race the via-team of 25 

students will wear a shirt with the name and logo of your company. On all promotion 

channels the name of your company will be mentioned. There will also be a flag with 

your company logo and name on it to finish with. A perfect way to create brand 

awareness, not only for the via students, but also for all other participants of the 

Batavierenrace.

7. Amsterdam Programming Contest 

During the yearly Amsterdam Programming Contest (APC), between 6 to 10 teams of 

three persons attempt to solve difficult algorithmic programming problems, in order to 

qualify for the Benelux Algorithm Programming Contest (BAPC). Your company sponsors 

the prizes for our members, so the students will have more motivation to solve most 

programming problems. Besides there will also be the possibility to sponsor t-shirts for 

this event. As a sponsor of the event, the company will be mentioned in all promotion 

channels and on the day itself, the logo of your company will be seen everywhere. The 

company can be present to hand over the prizes to the students.

8. PROG-A-THON 

This is an activity where our members can try to solve programming problems during a 

week. The student with the most correct answers wins a prize!

9. Other activity 
Naturally, there are also possibilities to join us in a completely different activity, as far as 

we're concerned, nothing is impossible. If you’re interested, we could get in touch about 

this.



Interested? 
I hope I've been able to excite you about collaborating with our association. If you would 

like to get in touch, you can contact us through the following channels: 

 
E:  sponsoring@svia.nl 

T:  020 2619 904  
 

Hope to see you soon! 

Pim Meulensteen 
Chairman of the board
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